Glasgow Coma Scale (GCS)

Coma severity based on Eye (4), Verbal (5), and Motor (6) criteria.

e Provides a standardized way to Access clinical tool here! o Well-validated and widely recognized.
communicate and trend a patient’s level of « Serial GCS exams are often more informative

consciousness and neurologic status. than a single score.
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e Unusable in intubated/sedated patients.
e Inter-observer variability exists.

e A GCS of 8 alone shouldn’t determine the
need for intubation, but it warrants careful
evaluation.

e Use in patients with head trauma, altered
mental status, or suspected neurologic
injury to document and track changes over
time.
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